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IAN FOX 
PO Box 85,
131 Irvin Road, Cobram
M:  0419 721 881
E:  foxesblondes@bigpond.com
W:  renardblondecattle.com.au

“30 years in the making”

• Low set, Euro muscle and soft
• Huge dressing percentages
• Adaptable to a broad range of conditions

• Excellent Temperaments 
• Value Adding $$ Hybrid Vigour
• High Fertility and Ease of Calving

Consistently striving for the New Age Blonde

Current Stud Sires:
Homozygous Poll

Rupari Joiner d’Poll

Single Poll
Renard Jazzman

Two French embryo sires 
by Vermeil and Scout

Two English embryos sires  
by Arc Diego and Aga Khan 

600 Pure Blonde Cattle
Cobram (Victoria)

Corowa (NSW) 
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The last 12 months has seen a number of new members join 
our breed.  I would like to welcome them on behalf of the 

Council and the Society. 

All of last year’s progress and success would not have been 
possible without the efforts of the Council and the Society’s 
Administration Officers.  I wish to acknowledge the tremendous 
effort by these members and thank them.

Over the past 12 months we have worked hard to keep up with 
the changing tools available to us.  We have seen the availability 
of new genetic testing developed (SNP)  and have successfully 
made the change to follow this and keep our breed moving with 
the times.

We have seen the addition of new ideas from members wanting 
to take their own studs to new levels, and through this have 
had our stud book updated to enable the use of more functions 
and options when doing an animal search.  For the members 
who choose to use this tool, I do believe we are getting there 
(although, yes we’ve had a few hiccups). 

Our rules and regulations have also had an overhaul, with some 
of the changes to take effect in the new membership year.  Our 
fee structure also needed to move with the times, so you will see 
a slight rise in some of these.  Sadly this is not something we, as 
a breed, like to do but as I’m sure you are all aware the cost of 
everything continues to rise and so do our overheads.

As we head into a new membership year I would also like to 
remind members of their duties when accepting positions on 
Council.  This is not a part time job.  This requires commitment.  
Commitment to partake in Council decisions; promptly 
responding to the long list of emails to help make informed 
decisions about members requests; and a readiness to 
participate in long phone hook ups (cause we all love to chat 
and get off subject).  You are the life of our breed when taking 
on these positions.  If you can’t fulfill this role and be objective, 
please consider allowing NEW blood to be nominated.  Who 
knows, it maybe the new blood that sends us to bigger and 
greater things.  Remember, we should all feel 100% happy 
to approach any of our board members for help and not feel 
intimated in doing so.  So please keep this in mind when electing 
your new Councillor.

So with this I personally would like to thank each and everyone 
who takes time from their busy lives to give to our breed and for 
allowing me to be your president for the past 12 months.  We do 
this for the love of the animals and certainly not for the money. 

And remember, Breeding Blondes; breeding the Impact 
Breed, is not an easy task.  It takes courage and time to lift the 
standard.  Breeding to the average requires close attention to 
the extremes.  Breeding from the average to over the average 
is a long-term pursuit.  As Robert Frost said – “The middle of 
the road is where the white line is - and that’s the worst place to 
drive” - and so it is that I am encouraged that our Society has 
a system that can give you a clear, concise, factual base from 
which you can make your decisions.

Kind Regards
Michael O’Neill

COMING EVENTS 2018 - 2019

NEW ZEALAND
14-16 November  Christchurch Canterbury Show 
NORTHERN
26th March, 2018 Gympie Carcass Classic 
 Induction Day, Woolooga Saleyards
 Woolooga
6th - 12th May, 2018  Beef Australia   
 Rockhampton, Queensland 
5th - 7th June, 2018 CRT Farmfest Toowoomba
 Kingsthorpe Park, Toowoomba 
27th July, 2018 Gympie Carcass Classic 
 Presentation Day, Gunabul Homestead
 Southside Gympie
10 Aug – 19 August  Brisbane Royal Show 2018 “Ekka” 
 RNA Showgrounds, Brisbane
SOUTHERN
22 Sept - 2 Oct, 2018 Royal Melbourne Show   
19th October, 2018 Benalla Show    
27th & 28th October, 2018 Euroa Show 
WESTERN
29th & 30th August, 2018 Dowerin Field Day   
5 & 6 September, 2018 Newdegate Field Day   
Entries open Spring 2018  2019 Gate 2 Plate Challenge
3rd week of February, 2019  Blue Ribbon Bull Sale  
7 & 8 March, 2019 Wagin Woolorama 
20th March, 2019 Brunswick Bull Sale
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Beefing up at Boulevard 
Written by: Esther Ruffo 
Boulevard Blondes - 0421 684744

Boulevard Blondes has been breeding pure bred Blonde 
d’Aquitaine cattle for 10 years but Esther and Jye don’t just 

run Blondes on their farm, they also have a Droughtmaster stud 
and run a small very mixed commercial herd.
Over the few years they have been using the Blonde sire over a 
wide range of different breeds of commercial cows, they have 
been getting great results.  Not only do they benefit with an 
extra 20% in weaning weight, they have also been successful 
with them in the prime yard showing.  The cross with the 
Droughtmaster is exceptional, we couldn’t get a much better 
animal for a commercial aspect.  Tropical coat, skin, moderate 
bone and a good top line and hindquarters.

Blonde temperament 
– a cut above the rest!
Written by: Lauren Sullivan
Tamarra Park Blondes - 0429 101256

Being a small Blonde d’Aquitaine stud, temperament along 
with structure, has always been very important to Tamarra 

Park Blondes.   If they don’t make the cut, they are culled.  While 
all of our cattle have quiet temperaments, Tamarra Park Leopold 
“Leo” was a cut above the rest.  All it took was a call of his name, 
by family or visitor, to have him running up for an obligatory 
scratch behind the ear.
Once he caught the eye of our neighbour as a calf, it wasn’t 
long before an agreement was made to sell Leo for use in their 
commercial herd.  Leo was purchased in early 2017, he is 
currently making his mark in their herd and we look forward to 
seeing the results in the coming years.

Lauren Sullivan and Tamarra Park LeopoldCalf sired by a Blonde bull out of a purebred Droughtmaster cow 

Sired by a Blonde bull out of 
a Shorthorn x cow

Sired by a Blonde bull out of a 
Brangus x Jersey 
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MEDIA RELEASE: Blondes do 
have more fun at Queensland’s 
iconic Breakfast Creek Hotel
Written by The Breakfast Creek Hotel 
Sourced by:  Kay O’Neil - Bottletree Blondes – 0428 562 331

Throughout November and December, The Breakfast Creek 
Hotel was proud to once again serve award winning Terry 

Nolan’s Blonde d’Aquitaine Beef as a special release just in time 
for the holiday season!  

Sam Gullo, Manager of the Breakfast Creek Hotel, said “The 
rare boutique French Blonde is a limited release that requires 
great skill to prepare.  Blonde steak is not something you 
should, or probably even could, try to prepare at home.  Our 
Blonde cuts are particularly special, and they must be cooked 
in a specific manner due to the delicacy of the beef itself.  If last 
few year’s success is anything to go by, we will sell out very 
quickly, so I would urge those who want to try it to reserve a seat 
as soon as they can.  We’re always looking for ways to provide 

our clientele with truly unique dining experiences.  Guests at the 
Creek can enjoy ‘a Blonde’ in the classic cuts of Prime Rump 
$38 or the Sirloin for $40 which come with either the Brekky 
Creek traditional sides, Idaho potato and coleslaw or garden 
salad and chips.  Our unique Blonde cuts are supplied by Terry 
Nolan who is a legendary long-term supplier of the Breakfast 
Creek Hotel.”

Terry Nolan, owner of Nolan’s Meats, has 
personally bred, grown and fed the Blonde 
d’Aquitaine cattle as a side project to his 
business.  When asked what he loves about 
the cattle, Terry said, “There is lots to like about 
the cattle; from the light coats that make the 
cattle so heat tolerant and ideal for the tropical 
Queensland environment, to the fast growth 
meaning they achieve high weights at a young 
age.  Blondes are so economical for butchers 
with their high meat-to-bone ratio and they are 
so lean for the health-conscious consumer with 
so little subcutaneous fat.  What people notice 
about the beef is the fresh, almost crisp flavour, 
as the finely textured meat breaks in your mouth.  
The beef is low in fat and best eaten rare to 
medium-rare… unless of course you are French 
and like it blue.  I think breeding these cattle is 
my hobby of love…some people buy a boat or a 
share in a race horse, but I find great enjoyment 
from my ‘Blondes’.  My interest in the Blonde 
breed dates to 1991 when I first discovered the 
rare breed in Australia.”
Mr Nolan says the breed is both genetically 
superior to other beasts and a gentle animal, 

which creates a more robust and unique taste.

Mr Nolan has the largest purebred Blonde herd in Australia 
and says he personally oversees the ageing process of the 
beef, which takes twelve weeks.  It’s truly a labour of love and 
I wouldn’t let just anyone prepare the cuts, which is why I am 
pleased to provide the beef to the Breakfast Creek Hotel.  I 
encourage guests of the Brekky Creek to take the opportunity 
to sample what I believe to be the best quality Blonde steak in 
Australia.”

The Blonde beef will be available to eat from the Creek’s kitchens 
until stocks run out. 

0428296156

P.O.Box 416 Manjimup W.A. 6258
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Lawson Impresses at Ekka 2017
Written by: Esther Ruffo - Boulevard Blondes - 0421 684744
Photos courtesy of Esther Ruffo.

Another Great showing of quality Blonde cattle at the Bris-
bane EKKA 2017

Monal Blondes took the highest honours with Meridan Lawson 
being sashed Grand Champion Blonde d’Aquitaine Exhibit.  
Champion Female was awarded to Meridan Liberty, exhibited 
by the Westaway Family. Waite-a-Wyle Blondes were awarded 
Reserve Champion Bull with Waite-a-Wyle Mate and Reserve 
Champion Female with Waite-a-Wyle Lollie.

EKKA Grand Champion Blonde d Aquitaine Exhibit -  Waite-A-Wyle Livingstone2 Champion Female Meridan Liberty

Reserve Champion Female Waite-A-Wyle LollieEKKA Reserve Senior Blonde d Aquitaine Bull - Monal Polled 
Khe Sahan and Luke Aisthrorpe

Grand Champion Exhibit Meridan Lawson

Reserve Bull Waite-A-Wyle Mate EKKA Reserve Junior Champion Blonde d Aquitaine Female 
- Meridan Lovely

EKKA Junior Champion Blonde d Aquitaine Female - 
Willroy L452 and Kim Werth
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Sophie & Hollydeen Nova
Written by: Rebecca Janssen 
Hollydeen Blondes - 0439 024 680 

Sophie has halter trained Hollydeen Nova by herself (with 
a little help from her Pa)!  These are photos from Quirindi 

Show, where they put on a Blonde class just for Sophie.  She 
was still ecstatic to win Champion.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Superior Australian Foundation Females combined with Top Australian & European Sires 

Sire Lines include Druk Lance, Rupari Joiner d'Poll, Blackwater Ainsley & Heston 
 

All stock fully vaccinated ~ 7 in 1, Pesti & Vibro 

Fertility, soundness & DNA Poll Testing available 
 

Animals to suit all cattle enterprises from stud to commercial crossbreeding 

 
 

“Hollydeen Park” 120 Reedy Creek Rd, Muswellbrook NSW 2333 
P: 0439 024 680   E: hollydeenpark@outlook.com 

Photos Courtesy of  Hollydean Blondes
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News from the Elite Blonde Stud 
in Castella Victoria 

Written by: Shirley Phillips - Elite Blondes – 03 97351318

We are happy to report that we have enjoyed a good sea-
sons rainfall.  While we had good down pours over Winter, 

in November it bucketed down, depositing 230 mm over three 
days, this of course created huge erosion gutters, but the sub-
soil got a good soaking.  We had some new born calves on the 
ground so the yards that had a roof was thrown open for the 
babies to be brought in from the very cold conditions, but were 
they brought in NO!, but I felt better there were no problems and 
this demonstrates the endurance of the Blondes as even though 
the calves were super wet and cold, none became sick or died.

Elite Blondes opened its gates for a Beef Week day and there 
was a steady stream of interested visitors coming through to 
look at the Blonde cattle on display.  It was the first time that we 
had homozygous polled bulls for sale and this created interest 
for the commercial breeders.  When we first started breeding 
Blondes, years ago, we intended to breed polled animals how-
ever we were advised against that plan and it is now obvious to 
me that if you have a good polled or even better a homozygous 
polled bull, they are as good as a horned bull.  With this in mind 
we are returning to our original plan which is to raise animals 
without horns.  Plans are also in place for Black Blondes to be 
raised, and as we have homozygous females on the farm, these 
are the girls that we will use to produce Black Blondes.  It is sad 
that the attributes of Blondes are not better known as they have 
it all, and nobody eats the skins.
One of our clients had a vealer (9 months old) weigh in at 418 ki-
los, he topped the market and has done so repeatedly by using 
a Blonde bull over his herd and he is a very dedicated Blonde 
breed advocate. 

Blondes for Fertility & 
Calving Ease

Written by: Ian Fox – Renard Blondes - 0419 721881

Who would like a breed that is both adaptable, and easy to 
manage? 

Renard Blondes have their second property near Corowa NSW 
a district that is regarded as, best suited to sheep production. 
This property is some 65 Km’s from the home farm.
The farm is managed by an 83 year old gentleman; we calve 
down both heifers and cows some of which are up to 20 years 
of age. This last season again we only assisted about 5 cows 
out of around 200 pure Blonde cows & heifers. The pregnancy 
rate was also exceptional, with only 8 head not in calf that had 
been put to the bull. These also were of all ages up to 20 years 
of age. Our cull bulls & heifers go straight to Cardinia meats 
after a short period on feed. 
We have averaged above 60% dressing percentage over our 
last 9 consignments to Cardinia meats, & this is after weighing 
the stocks full on farm and then travelling 400Km’s to the works 
to gain their dressed weights. 
Renard sent some culls off to slaughter.  The stock was weighed 
full at home straight from the feed lot.
They weighed an average of 505KG live and were sent 400 Km’s 
to be killed. The 311KG dressed weight gives them a whopping 
dressing percentage of 61.58% from full.
Ian asked Greg Harrison where the end uses of the Pure Blonde 
cull Bulls & heifers was intended. He said it was for fine dining 
Asian Restaurants, in Melbourne, Sydney & Canberra. Not a 
bad result as you can see. The average age was 14 months.
BLONDES GET THE CARCASE WEIGHT BONUS BY ADDING 
THAT HUGE DRESSING PERCENTAGE. AND CARCASE 
WEIGHT IS WHAT WE GET PAID ON
We feel the proof is in the results.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Superior Australian Foundation Females combined with Top Australian & European Sires 

Sire Lines include Druk Lance, Rupari Joiner d'Poll, Blackwater Ainsley & Heston 
 

All stock fully vaccinated ~ 7 in 1, Pesti & Vibro 

Fertility, soundness & DNA Poll Testing available 
 

Animals to suit all cattle enterprises from stud to commercial crossbreeding 

 
 

“Hollydeen Park” 120 Reedy Creek Rd, Muswellbrook NSW 2333 
P: 0439 024 680   E: hollydeenpark@outlook.com 

Photo courtesy of Elite Blondes - ELITE FREEZE (H)  SP PF0083

Photo courtesy of Renard Blondes
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Rahnik Infuse Black Genetics
Written by: Rudi and Loree Spiteri 
Rahnik Blondes - 0418 575 561 

Rudi and Loree Spiteri, Rahnik Blonde d’Aquitaine Stud, have 
bred Blonde d’Aquitaine cattle for more than two decades, 

but in the last few years have incorporated black genetics to 
develop a ‘Next Generation’ Black d’Aquitaine.
While Blonde d’Aquitaines have proven to be an excellent 
terminal sire over the years, their colour seems to be of concern 
to breeders wanting Black calves
About five years ago, we decided to design and develop what 
we now class as our next generation blacks, for use mainly over 
Angus cows to produce a high performance polled black calf
Rahnik Black 50 composites comprise of 50 per cent Blonde 
d’Aquitaine, 37.5pc Black Simmental, and 12.5pc Black Angus, 
designed for use over Angus cows to produce extra growth, 
muscle & easy finishing with great butt shape!
Our pure bred Blonde & Black d’Aquitaines are better suited for 
heavy veal production, producing maximum muscle and carcase 
yields with hybrid vigour, to ensure growth performance, Using 
years of Blonde & Black d’Aquitaine breeding to produce our 
‘Next Generation Blacks’
We wanted to retain the excellent carcass traits of the Blonde 
d’Aquitaine, while infusing the black coat colour & polled gene 
from the Angus and desirable beef & Maternal attributes from 
the black Simmental, in our composites
What our Bulls are designed to do in a cross breeding program, 
is reduce the size of the bone and increase the amount of 
saleable red meat, whilst retaining MSA meat quality.
This is achieved by reducing the large bone mass down to a fine 
flat bone, that extends throughout the whole carcase, adding 
more fine textured muscle, to improve saleable meat yield and 
produce more profit
To the butcher, this means an extra 10pc  more saleable meat, 
that’s about  20 kg of extra meat on a 240 kg carcase at say $15 
per kg = $300
Our first lot Black Bulls performed very well and looked great, 
selling out of working age Bulls in the first 2 weeks!
While it’s only early stages, we’re extremely pleased with the 
progeny.
 Blonde d’Aquitaines are the industry’s “best kept secret”.

If we were only comparing carcases and not concerned about 
coat colour, you would never go past a Blonde d’Aquitaine for 
cross breeding.
They are one of the highest performing breeds in the country
The breed is also renowned for their ease of calving
The shape of their calves is narrow and long, with fine, flat bone.
They are born with very little muscle, then muscle up very 
quickly after birth.
By the time they’re 10 months old, it’s not uncommon to see 
calves on their mothers, displaying three quarters of the weight 
of their mother.
Rahnik will breed around 50pc black d’Aquitaine and 50pc 
blonde d’Aquitaine cattle.
We love the Blonde d’Aquitaine breed, but we will also offer 
blacks for the people wanting Polled Black calves.
This will be Rahnik’s 23rd year breeding stud cattle, with a yearly 
clearance average of 95%, sold by  private sale, Interestingly, 
most Bulls are sold using our ‘Stay at home option’ meaning 
they are sold using photos and information rather than farm 
visits due to distance, with 100% customer satisfaction to date’
Unlike a lot of other studs that have a specific sale day, we sell 
bulls privately throughout the year off farm.
We also offer forward sale agreements, where people can buy 
young bulls earlier in the year, securing the best bulls for the 
job, have them agisted for free up to 5 months, and free delivery 
when they need them.

FREE MEMBERSHIP $ BREEDPLAN
Become a member today and enjoy all of our Society’s benefits.

Supplying support and marketing tools to progressive Blonde Stud Breeders
Take advantage of our great offers

Free Membership
- For the first year if you purchase registered Blonde females

Free BREEDPLAN
-All studs have access to free Breedplan - BREEDPLAN is a modern genetic evaluation system for beef cattle and it provides 

Estimated Breeding Values (EBVs) for cattle of all breeds, for a range of production traits.
The Blonde d’Aquitaine Society of Australia and New Zealand hopes you employ the benefits & quality services that 

membership can provide! 

Sign up today and experience the full Blonde impact.
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2017 Show Success

Written by: Bronwyn Ward - Francille Blondes – 03 57276090 

The Royal Melbourne Show 2017 was an exciting time for two 
Blonde d’Aquitaine studs.

Bronwyn Ward of Francille Blondes and Ellie Stephens of Renard 
Blondes had two classy heifers entered in the big smoke.
Francille Mia and Renard Molly were both 18 months of age and 
went head to head in the ring. It was Ellie Stephens first time in 
the show ring and the first time for both heifers as well. Needless 
to say the nerves were rattling a bit.
Both heifers participated in the Grand Parade and flew the flag 
for the Blonde d’Aquitaine Breed. The parade was held out on 
the main arena in the show grounds. Considering it was their first 
time away from home and out amongst 300 head of cattle and 
hundreds of cheering spectators the heifers behaved extremely 
well. Bron & Ellie were both very proud of their girls.
Renard Molly took out Grand Champion Blonde d’Aquitaine 
Female with Francille Mia taking home Junior Reserve Champion 
Heifer.
Both heifers showcased the diversity of the breed by being two 
very different looking Blondes with different attributes to offer. 
Molly is a large framed heifer with a deep body and docile 
temperament. Molly was sired by “Renard Jackpot”.
Mia is a heifer with plenty of soft muscling and a deep body who 
also has a docile temperament. She was sired by French AI bull 
“Usus”
Molly and Mia then headed to Wangaratta and Benalla Ag 
Shows and continued with success to finish of the season.
Bron and Ellie are looking forward to continuing to show and 
exhibit their Blonde d’Aquitaine cattle in 2018.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SSSUUUPPPEEERRRIIIOOORRR   BBBLLLOOONNNDDDEEESSS   

Banya Commonwealth 

Females and semen including 
Homozygous Polled Black semen 

also available 
www.superiorblondes.weebly.com 

0416 026 851 

With more muscle & higher dressing %’s  
pure bred, composite and Black bulls for sale 

Selection criteria: 

Put more profitability into your herd 

- Well muscled - Very quiet 
- Adequate softness - Early maturing 
- Structurally sound - High growth 

HSP L30: Superior Black Power 
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WEERONGA wrapped in ribbons 
at the Country Shows!
Written by Ann-Marie Bass
Weeronga Blondes - 0417 955 370

Warren District Agricultural Show March 2017

Weeronga Blondes did very well at the 101st Warren 
Agricultural Show in March 2017.

We took a few animals to display and came home with lots of 
Ribbons.  Weeronga Horacio came 1st and Champion European 
bull over 15 months.  Weeronga Meteor came 1st, Champion 
European bull under 15 months and Grand Champion European 
Bull.  Banya Zanadoo and her calf Nazoo came 1st, Champion 
and Grand Champion European female over 15 months. 
We also took a Blonde/Hereford cross and a Black Blonde/
Angus Friesian cross (both sired by Weeronga Horacio) and the 
judge kept bringing people over to show them how good they 
looked.  He said if there was a judging for the commercial side 
they would have won it hands down. Well done to Weeronga 
Moses and Marmite.

Collie Agricultural Show November 2017
Weeronga Horacio was again a crowd pleaser at his 6th year at 
the Collie Show in November 2017.
Although in the morning we thought that the heavens were 
going to open up on us, after a quick drizzle to tone the dust 
down a nice day it turned out to be.  The show goers always 
enjoy coming to pat or sit on our animals and bring their friends 
too. If we had a dollar for every selfie taken with Horacio we 
would be quite wealthy.  We always have time to give you the 
run down about the Blonde d’Aquitaine breed and the kids are 
always there to add their bit if we are talking to someone else 
too.  They are quite impressive to listen to, it is hard to believe 
they are only 10 and 12 years old.

Black Blondes in WA
Written by: Henry Strating 
Superior Blondes – 0416026851

Superior L30 sold at the Blue Ribbon Bull Sale held at Mt 
Barker January this year. He is a magnificent well-muscled 

pure bred black blonde bull with adequate softness and great 
structure and conformation that sold for $5500 to John Bignell 
of Bridgetown.

2017 Perth Royal Show

Image of Oliviah Maisey with Makyia Napoleon dressed as 
Beauty and the Beast. Photo courtesy of Aimee Maisey

Photos Courtesy of  The Farm Weekly
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Christchurch Show
Written by: Chris Herbert
Rockhaven Blondes - +6421 677222

We came runner-up in the All Breeds Yearling Bull and runner-
up in the All Breeds Yearling Pair at the Christchurch Show. 

This was quite a feat as both classes had over 40 entries and the 
boys did it all themselves, especially considering, Christchurch 
is the biggest cattle show in New Zealand.



Blonde Connection

GENOMICS

14 - Blonde Connection 2018

Feedlots look to Genomics for 
changes
By Shan Goodwin, Courtesy of the Farm Weekly

The use of cutting-edge DNA technolo gy - genomic s - in 
evaluations of how an animal will breed has the potential to 

deliver significant efficiencies to the lotfee ding game .
Data partnerships and sending the correct signals should be 
foremost on the feedlot operator’s mind right now in order to 
ensure the genetic opportunities are fully realised.
That’s how leading genetics scientist Dr Rob Banks sees things.
He said genomics would change things in a big way for feedlots.
“ I can’ t sec that anyone will be feeding catt le in three years 
time that have not been screened using geno mics, be it at the 
feedlot entry or at weaning stage,”  Dr Banks
said.
‘There is real scope for making a difference to the profitability of 
the lotfeeding chain.”
Everything that was possible in the future depended on
having good data, according to Dr Banks, who heads up the 
Animal Genetics and Breeding Unit (AGBU) at Armidale, New 
South Wales .
“We can not evaluate cattle for an:}.:thing without good data for 
that trait on a reasonable number of animals,” he   said.
“The data that comes from the feedlot and processing sector is  
really valuable to
anyone serious about breeding catt le for the future.
“We are increasingly  likely to see operators in the feedlo t 
sec to r entering into relationships with individual breeders,  
or even  whole breeds, to collect high quality, well-structured 
performance data.”
The signals that go back to the producer, and through them to 
the stud breeders, will be just as important.  “Funnily enough, 
if stud breeders don’t get a price signal for marbling they don’t 
breed for it,” Dr Banks said.
“The better the signals you can send in the contracts you set up 
and in your trading, the faster you will get better cattle to feed.
‘The way you buy cattle now will determine the sort of cattle you 
will be getting five, 10, 15 years out.”
Dr Banks said the idea was to cull out the low-profit cattle.
To demonstrate the dollar value value stemming from the 
differences in genetics occurring right now, he has modelled a 
typical cross-section of cattle in a feedlot.
Assuming a tum-off carcase weight of 300 kilograms, on feed for 

I00 days at a cost of
$300 per tonne, a carcase price of $5.60/kg and marblescore 
worth 50 cents a kilogram, Dr Banks grouped the cattle into four 
quarters based on whether they were above or below average 
for three key traits - growth rate, marbling and feed efficiency.
The split showed nearlya
$400/head profit per animal due to the differences in genetics.
Dr Banks said that range would exist in any mob being feed, 
simply because we know the genetic variation that exists for 
these traits.
“The key point is there are genetic differences in the cattle
you are feeding and they are worth a lot of money,” Dr Banks 
said.
There are two things in that to respond to: Can the overall 
performance of all the cattle being fed be lifted or can the bottom 
25 per cent be removed?
That’s where genomics comes into play.
The technology exists to screen cattle in order to sift out the 
poor performersfrom a feedlot perspective.
Dr Banks said genomic tests had been around for a number of 
years but were now becoming far more powerful.
He said breedplan systems in Australia were now switching
over to what was known as si ngle step - a genomic method of 
analysis  that uses DNA.
‘The key thing is it means you can take a hair sample at any age, 
get the genotype read and access the EBVs for that animal,” Dr 
Banks said.
“That means you can talk to your suppliers about screening 
anywhere near your yard.” While carcase weight,
marbling and feed efficiency were three key traits, clearly there 
are other things affecting profitability in a feedlot.
Immunity, bovine  respiratory disease, coat and temperament 
could all be assessed
genomically if the data is there.
Dr Banks said there had been substantial genetic change in 
Australian cattle in the past three decades.
As an example, he said since I985, Angus cattle had became 
genetically superior to the tune of about 75 kilograms
liveweight at the same age.
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Why Choose a Blonde Bull
Written by: Ann Harris – Uranongo Blondes – 0428 296 156

Fancy an extra $5,800?  When considering what breed of sire 
you would like to purchase, please consider that a blonde 

bull can increase the dressing percentage of your calves by 5% 
and that by anyone’s standards is easy money.
We have gathered weights, measurements and prices to show 
how we have come to make this claim.  We’ll start with some 
Perth Royal Show results.
A pure British bred calf won the Royal Show Champion Extra 
Heavyweight on the Hoof, but over the hook his dressing 
percentage was 54% and had a fat score of 15mm which left it 
in last place.  While a Blonde cross steer, that was unplaced on 
the hoof, won the Royal Show Champion Extra Heavy Weight 
on the Hook with a dressing percentage of 67% and fat score of 
6mm, well within specifications.  

• The British breed show calf had a dressing percentage of 
54% and 15mm in fat cover.

• The Blonde cross show calf had a dressing percentage 
of 67% and 6mm in fat cover but our average half bred 
commercial calf dresses out at an average of 59% with 
an average of 8.5mm of fat cover.  We’ll use the dressing 
percentage of 59% in the example below.

We’ll work on having two calves, one straight British and the 
other a Blonde cross, both weighing 390kg live weight, off their 
dams.

• At 54%, the British calf’s carcase weight is 210.6kg.
• At 59%, the Blonde cross calf’s carcase weight is 230.1kg. 

That’s an extra 19.5kg.
• That 19.5kg difference, at $5.95 per kg comes to an extra 

$116 per calf. (Prices in W.A. as per November, 2016) 

Over 50 calves - an extra $5,800 goes to the farmer for doing 
nothing but changing the sire.  In W.A. you pay less for a quality 
Blonde Sire!!
A feedlot turning over 10,000 head per annum turns that $116, 
extra cream, per calf into $1,160,000 simply by feeding Blonde 
cross cattle instead of straight British cattle.
Please remember that these figures are based on the 5% 
difference in dressing percentage between a British bred show 
calf and a half-bred Blonde commercial calf.  Our commercial 
blonde/Murray grey calves have dressed out up to 62% and a 
3/4 to pure blonde calf will dress out even higher.
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Aisthorpe tops Gympie 
Carcass Classic
Martin Bunyard, 1 Aug 2017, 10 a.m.

COMMERCIAL

The old saying ‘behind every great man there’s a great 
women’ held firm during this year’s Gympie Carcass Classic.

A home-bred Blonde D’Aquitaine steer entered by the Aisthorpe 
family, Monal Grazing, Monto won top honours during the 
competition.
“My wife chose the winning steer and she keeps reminding me 
of that!,” Peter Aisthorpe said laughingly.
It’s the fourth year the Aisthorpe family has entered cattle in the 
Gympie carcase competition with their champion steer winning 
Most Suitable Carcase for the Domestic Market and The Charlie 
Cotter Allrounder award sponsored by Sullivan Livestock & 
Rural Services.
“We picked out two very special looking calves in our cattle herd 
and all our hard work has paid off,” Mr Aisthorpe said.
The three-quarter Blond D’Aquitaine and one-quarter Charbray 
steer entered the backgrounding phase of the competition at 
236 kilogram and had an initial feedlot entry weight of 248kg.
“In addition to our Blonde D’Aquitaine cattle we have a Brahman 
herd that we also cover with Charolais bulls,” Mr Aisthorpe said.  
A standout feature of the Aisthorpe’s steer was an almost 66 
per cent carcase yield dressing percentage with the carcase 
also being awarded the Gympie carcase competition’s Highest 
Dressing Percentage award.
“The first year we entered the Gympie carcase classic we 
bombed out because we really didn’t know what we were doing 
or the right type of cattle to look for in entering the competition,” 
Mr Aisthorpe said.
“This year we really tried to select suitable types for this 
competition and just hoped to progress forward in the carcase 
classic rankings.  
“It was a big surprise and a big shock to us because we were 
only hoping to just win one section, but not the overall top two 

carcase classic awards.”
“Our steer achieved a 65.96pc carcase yield and it’s really great 
to know our cattle can produce good dressing percentages 
because that’s a profitable trait when running a cattle business,” 
Mr Aisthorpe said.
The steer recorded a weight of 356kg at 82 days in the 
competition with an average daily weight gain of 1.317kg per 
day plus a dress weight of 234.8kg.
“I thought the steers was good, but honestly during the final 
live assessments I liked the look of our Blond D’Aquitaine heifer 
better in the yards,” Mr Aisthorpe said.
Their heifer placed 13th in the competition with a weight of 412kg 
at 82 days on feed, an average daily weight gain of 1.415kg 
per day, a carcase dress weight of 249.4kg and a dressing 
percentage of 60.53pc.

GYMPIE CARCASS CLASSIC WINNERS

A total of 161 head of commercial steers and heifers were 
entered in this year’s Gympie Carcass Classic.

The Aisthorpe family, Monal Grazing, Monto won the top two 
prizes plus Highest Dressing Percentage award sponsored 
by Allflex, while Neil McDonald, Rockdale Pastoral Company 
took home the Most Suitable Heifer Carcase for the Domestic 
Market, sponsored by Queensland Country Life, the first and 
second places in the Most Profitable Animal section, sponsored 
by Virbac Animal Health, and The Dyland Dalton Cattleman’s 
Choice award sponsored by Gympie Vet Services.     
Mr McDonald’s Blond D’Aquitaine-cross steer also came runner-
up in the overall carcase competition and placed third in the 
Most Suitable Carcase for the Domestic Market.
The Carcase with the Largest Eye Muscle Area, sponsored 
by Warrego Livestock Transport, went to the Mercer family’s 
Charolais steer with an EMA of 107cm sqaure. Overall the steers 
placed 15th in the competition.
Best Weight Gain in Feedlot award, sponsored by Goldmix 
Stockfeeds, went to Gyranda Pastoral Co with their Santa 
Gertrudis heifer who achieved an averaged daily weight gain on 
feed of 1.854 kilograms per day.
Highest Index Score, sponsored by Nolan Meats, was awarded 

Photo courtesy of Monal Blondes 
Gympie carcasse classics who was 

a 3quarter blonde he won both 
Charlie cotter All rounder and the 

champion domestic carcasse
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to the Fitgerald family’s Charolais/Droughtmaster-cross steer.
The Encouragement Award, sponsored by Speckle Park 
International, went to Lachlan Pratt.
Most Successful First Time Exhibitor, sponsored by Ag Solutions, 
went to Butcher Pastoral Company.
Best Aggregate of Carcases, sponsored by Tom Grady CRT, 
was awarded to the Pratt family, Goomeri.  

Other competition results
ASSESSMENT OF BEST 6 CARCASSES AT THE START OF CLASSIC
 SPONSORED BY GYMPIE REGIONAL COUNCIL
1st – Sean Wicks
2nd – Luke Aisthorpe
3rd – Emily Gorton

ASSESSMENT OF BEST 6 CARCASSES AT THE FINISH OF CLASSIC
1st – Luke Aisthorpe
2nd – Brent Evans
3rd – Coster Jeffries

ALLROUNDER ASSESSMENT (6 HIGHEST SCORING) AT START OF
 CLASSIC
1st – Peter Aisthorpe
2nd – Sean Wicks
3rd – Leon Franz

ALLROUNDER ASSESSMENT (6 HIGHEST SCORING) AT FINISH OF
 CLASSIC
1st – Brent Evans
2nd – Abby Nowland
3rd – Jan Cotter

BEST JUNIOR (UNDER 18 YEARS) LIVE CATTLE ASSESSOR OF
 SELECTED 8 HEAD SPONSORED BY ZOETIS
1st – Bronte Cramb
2nd – Chloe Plowman
3rd – Nateesha Taylor

MOST ACCURATE LIVE CATTLE ASSESSOR OF SELECTED 8 HEAD
 SPONSORED BY CONNOLLY DORE LAWYERS
1st – Bernie Duncombe
2nd – Sean Wicks
3rd – Leon Franz

CHAMPION JUNIOR LIVE CATTLE ASSESSOR (UNDER 18 YEARS)
 SPONSORED BY BEST ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNOLOGIES
1st – Chloe Andresassen
2nd – Tamika Schultz

CHAMPION LIVE CATTLE ASSESSOR SPONSORED BY N & N CHESHIRE
1st – Sean Wicks
2nd – Leon Franz

CHAMPION INTERSCHOOL COMPETITION SPONSORED BY DOUG PRATT
 LIVESTOCK TRANSPORT
Gympie State High School

HIGH POINT LIMOUSIN SPONSORED BY TALANA LIMOUSINS
D & H Pratt – 273 Points

HIGH POINT CHAROLAIS SPONSORED BY ELRIDGE CHAROLAIS
J & R Mercer – 244 Points

HIGH POINT BAZADAIS SPONSORED BY THE AUSTRALIAN BAZADAIS
 CATTLE SOCIETY
Butcher Pastoral Co – 254 Points

HIGH POINT DROUGHTMASTER SPONSORED BY TOPLINE
DROUGHTMASTERS
R J Orphant – 205 Points

Mick Senini, Peter Aisthorpe who 
won the Gympie Carcass Classic, 
Jenny Williams, Jan Cotter, Barry 
McIntyre and James Cochrane. 
Photo courtesy of QCL

ABRI specialises in servicing the domestic and international 
livestock industries with a wide range of agribusiness information 
services.

With a staff of approximately 85 people, ABRI has more than 40 
years experience in providing services to the livestock industry.

We would like to introduce the ABRI registrar, Victoria Lee.

Please feel free to contact Victoria to discuss Breedplan and 
how ABRI can help you.

Agricultural Business Research Institute
University of New England
Armidale NSW 2351

Office Hours
Monday - Friday 8am - 4pm

P: (02) 6773 3784  F: (02) 6772 5376
E: blondes@abri.une.edu.au
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Where Does This Animal Rank?
Introducing The EBV Percentile 
Graph

While comparing an individual animal to the breed average 
(calculated from the two year old animals) allows producers 

to identify whether the animal is better or worse for the trait than 
the average animal in the breed, it does not allow producers to 
quantify how much better or worse the individual is.
To do this, BREEDPLAN publishes percentile bands, which 
allows beef producers to rank animals from the Top 1% of the 
breed (1st percentile) down to the Bottom 1% of the breed (99th 
percentile). While the more traditional Percentile Band table is 
still available, more recently BREEDPLAN has published the 
EBV Percentile Graph. This provides producers with a visual 
representation of how the EBVs of an individual animal rank in 
comparison to the rest of the breed. This article will outline how 
to find, interpret and use the EBV Percentile Graph.

FINDING THE EBV PERCENTILE GRAPH
The EBV Percentile Graph is available from the Animal Details 
page on Internet Solutions for each individual animal. Firstly, 
to find the animal, enter the animal name and/or identifier into 
the EBV Search area on Internet Solutions, and click search. 
Select the relevant animal to bring up the Animal Details page 
for that individual. Once on the Animal Details page, scroll down 
until you see the EBVs, and click on the graph icon, as shown 
in Figure 1. This will display the EBV Percentile Graph for the 
animal.

INTERPRETING THE EBV PERCENTILE GRAPH
The EBV Percentile Graph allows beef producers to compare 
how the EBVs of an individual animal rank against the two year 
old animals that have been evaluated within the same genetic 
evaluation.

On the vertical axis, a separate bar is provided in the graph for 
each individual trait. The bars are coloured depending on the 
trait type, where:
• Calving traits = yellow
• Growth traits = green
• Fertility traits = red

• Carcase traits = light blue
• Other traits = dark blue
• Selection Indexes = pink

It should be noted that while for the majority of traits it is usually 
more desirable to be on the right hand side of the graph (e.g. in 
the 0-50th percentiles), this is not always the case. The optimum 
EBVs will depend on the indivudal producer’s breeding 
objective(s), and the direction in which the producer is trying to 
move the herd.
For example, a higher percentile for Mature Cow Weight 
indicates a heavier Mature Cow Weight EBV, which, for those 
producers trying to limit the mature cow size of their herd, 
may be undesirable. Similarly, depending on the environment 
their cattle are running in (e.g. scrubby rangelands), some 
beef producers do not want cows with a lot of milk. In these 
cases, producers may decide that they want a sire with a more 
moderate Milk EBV. Equally, in situations where beef producers 
are trying to limit or actively decrease the Rib and Rump Fat of 
their herd, a sire with more moderate Rib and Rump Fat EBVs 
may be more desirable.
When the EBV Percentile Graph in Figure 2 is examined, it can be 
quickly seen that the individual animal is below breed average 
for four traits (Calving Ease Direct, Calving Ease Daughters, 
Birth Weight and Retail Beef Yield) and above breed average for 
all other traits. Furthermore, the percentile band rankings can be 
determined by identifying where the end of the trait bar lines up 
along the horizontal axis. For example, the animal represented 
in the EBV Percentile Graph shown in Figure 2 is in the 58th 
percentile for Retail Beef Yield, and in the 3rd percentile for 200, 
400 and 600 Day Weight.

USING THE EBV PERCENTILE GRAPH
As seen in the above section, the EBV Percentile Graph can 
be utilised as a visual tool to understand the strengths and 
weaknesses of an individual animal. It can also be used to 
compare the attributes of different animals, and to identify which 
has the best combination of genetics for a given scenario.
Consider the three bulls in Figure 3, and their potential to be 
used as heifer bulls (i.e. joined to heifers which will calve at 2 
year old). While the percentile band ranking for each trait does 
vary across the bulls, all three bulls are below breed average for 
Milk, and above breed average for the fertility traits (Scrotal Size 
and Days to Calving), the carcase traits (EMA, Rib Fat, Rump 
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Figure 1. To find the EBV Percentile Graph, open the Animal Details page on Internet Solutions for the individual animal of interest. 
From the Animal Details page, click on the graph icon (circled) above the individual’s EBVs to bring up the EBV Percentile Graph. 
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Fat, Retail Beef Yield and IMF) and the four selection indexes 
(Supermarket, Grass Fed Steer, Grain Fed Steer and EU).

The biggest differences between these three bulls are seen for 
the calving traits (Calving Ease Direct, Calving Ease Daughters, 
Gestation Length and Birth Weight) and the weight traits (200 
Day Weight, 400 Day Weight, 600 Day Weight and Mature Cow 
Weight).
Bull 1 is a high growth bull, being in the 10th percentile (Top 
10% of the breed) for 200, 600 and Mature Cow Weight, and 
in the 20th percentile for 400 Day Weight. However, this bull is 
also likely to have heavy calves which may require assistance at 
calving, being in the 90th percentile (Bottom 10% of the breed) 
for Calving Ease Direct, Calving Ease Daughters and Birth 

Weight and the 60th percentile for Gestation Length.
In contrast, Bull 2 would be expected to produce calves with low 
growth, being in the 80th percentile or lower for 200, 400 and 
600 Day Weight and Mature Cow Weight. However, with Bull 2 
being in the 10th percentile or higher for Calving Ease Direct, 
Calving Ease Daughters, Gestation Length and Birth Weight, his 
calves are also likely to be lighter than the calves Bull 1 would 
produce, with a shorter gestation length and less assistance 
required at calving.
Bull 3, like Bull 1, is a high growth bull, being in the 5th percentile 
or higher for 200, 400 and 600 Day Weight, and the 10th 
percentile for Mature Cow Weight. However, Bull 1 is also in the 
10th percentile or higher for Calving Ease Direct, Calving Ease 
Daughters and Gestation Length, and in the 35th percentile for 
Birth Weight. Therefore, Bull 3 is likely to produce heavier calves 
at 200, 400 and 600 days than Bulls 1 and 2, and also likely 
to produce calves of more moderate birth weight and which 
require less assistance at calving than those sired by Bull 1.
So which of these three bulls would make the best heifer bull? 
Given the potential for calving difficulty, Bull 1, despite his high 
growth, is not the best choice (dead calves don’t grow). Bull 
2 should sire calves that are more likely to be born without 
assistance, but these calves are unlikely to have the genetic 
potential for growth. Therefore, Bull 3, which should sire calves 
that are likely to be born without assistance and which will also 
have the genetic potential for high growth, is the best choice for 
a heifer bull.

CONCLUSION
The EBV Percentile Graph can be used to quickly get a feel 
for the strengths and weaknesses of individual bulls, and to 
compare the attributes of different bulls. This makes it a great 
tool for beef producers looking to use BREEDPLAN EBVs and 
Selection Indexes as a part of their bull selection decisions.

For further information on interpreting or using the EBV 
Percentile Graph, please contact:
Catriona Millen, Technical Officer 
Southern Beef Technology Services
ABRI, University of New England, Armidale NSW 2351
Ph: (02) 6773 3357  Mob: 0409 102 644
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Calving Ease Daughters and Gestation Length, 
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Therefore, Bull 3 is likely to produce heavier 
calves at 200, 400 and 600 days than Bulls 1 and 
2, and also likely to produce calves of more 
moderate birth weight and which require less 
assistance at calving than those sired by Bull 1.  

So which of these three bulls would make the 
best heifer bull? Given the potential for calving 
difficulty, Bull 1, despite his high growth, is not 
the best choice (dead calves don’t grow). Bull 2 
should sire calves that are more likely to be born 
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CONCLUSION 

The EBV Percentile Graph can be used to quickly 
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individual bulls, and to compare the attributes of 
different bulls. This makes it a great tool for beef 
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For further information on interpreting or using 
the EBV Percentile Graph, please contact staff at 
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Figure 3. The EBV Percentile graphs for three bulls, which, when compared, allow beef producers to quickly compare the genetic potential of each as a sire, 
and identify which would best suit a certain scenario (in this case, a heifer bull). 
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Breedplan records first Net Feed 
Intake EBV data submission for 
Blondes
Written by: Mathew Arkinstall
Rathdowney Blondes - 0429 618 147

Rathdowney Blondes, in South East Qld, became the first 
Blonde d’Aquitaine stud to submit Net Feed Intake data to 

Blonde d’Aquitaine Group Breedplan, with an electronic data 
submission in late 2016. This data was collected from a group 
of 9 bulls, in a trial conducted in 2010.  Three of the bulls were 
Full French ET embryos, and the other 6 were home bred bulls 
with a common link sire. 
The stud, which has its own registered central feed test station, 
has conducted 4 trials of Blonde bulls and steers under the NFI 
testing regime, since 2010. In total, 37 Bulls and 28 Steers have 
been fed in the test station for feed efficiency. Live animal scan 
data from the first trial, and carcase data from the steers, has 
already been submitted to improve carcase EBV’s. 
The decision to submit the data for analysis was made following 
minor changes to data processing and submission procedures 
by ABRI in 2016. Data from the second trial is currently being 
prepared for submission.
“It will take many years to get EBV’S for feed efficiency, but we 
are already seeing an increased awareness of its importance”, 
said Principal Matthew Arkinstall.  “We have used some of the 
tested bulls as herd sires, and we are currently testing their 
progeny to confirm the excellent results. Our best bull has an as 
fed, feed conversion ratio of 3.32:1 and a daily weight gain of 2 
kg/day, which is unsurpassed in terms of performance by any of 
the other animals processed so far.” 
The average feed conversion ratio for grainfed cattle in Australia 
is approximately 6 to 7 kg of grain to 1 kg of live weight gain. 
Blonde bulls have consistently outperformed other breeds 
tested in the facility for feed efficiency. A bull with a FCR of half 
that of the general cattle population has the ability to make a 

significant difference to the feed bill, and overall profitability of 
feed lotters. 
The test station was originally constructed at “Glenapp” feedlot 
in Running Creek, but was moved back to the stud due to 
the sale of that farm in 2015. Originally able to test cattle in 3 
separate pens, the facility was expanded to enable a 4th bin 
to be installed at a later date.  In addition to Blondes, it has 
also tested about 30 unregistered Brahman, Santa, Angus, 
Charolais, Braford, Charbray, and Angus x Charolais bulls for 
the feedlot owner. 
Requirements include for cattle to be segregated based on 
age and sex, they must be fully pedigree recorded, and fed a 
pre trial ration for at least 21 days to eliminate compensatory 
weight gain, before starting the official 70 day trial. Cattle must 
be weighed weekly. Data needs to record daily intakes, and the 
grain must be tested for protein and energy to ensure it meets 
the minimum standards required of all test stations.
For more information contact :
Matthew Arkinstall on 0429 618 147. 

WEST WIND
B L O N D E S

BLONDE D’AQUITAINE
CATTLE  | MYRNA FLESCH

EMAIL: westwind@cciwireless.ca 
Box 334, Stavely, AB  T0L 1Z0

Phone 01-403-549-2371
www.westwindblondes.ca

ORDER YOUR HOMOZYGOUS 
SEMEN AND EMBRYOS TODAY!

Limited Supplies Available!
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Blondeman Bringing in the 
Big Bucks
Written by: Matthew Westaway
Meridan Blondes - 0402 135 517

Being a primary producer in Australia is not easy.  Continual 
challenges such as the weather continue to trend and hinder 

our efforts.   However, no matter what people say or what people 
do, we - as beef producers - are always looking to make a larger 
profit from our cattle and our land in the good times and the bad.  
The only way for us to do that is to produce a superior product 
quicker and off less land.  Supplying such a product does not 
just occur.  It takes time, it takes passion, it takes commitment 
and most importantly it takes open mindedness from us as 
produces to look outside the box and find that something to 
gain an edge above the rest. 
 Could it be a simple as breed selection?  Is the Blondeman 
what we are looking for taking the best of both breeds, I’ll let you 
be the judge of that.  One thing I do know is the Blondeman is 
making a positive influence on herds right across Australia, and 
is allowing produces to get their cattle to a premium standard 
while meeting market specifications on less feed and in less 
time.   
A few years have now passed since the 
launch of the Blondeman back at Beef 
2012. We are starting to see a good level of 
interest and acceptance for the Blondeman 
as a standalone breed from both the stud 
and commercial breeder.  With the number of 
seed stock produces steadily increasing, with 
breeders not just being limited to the northern 
states but also to the southern states, which is 
a sign the Blondeman is stabilizing itself within 
the Australian beef industry and is here to stay.  
 Blondeman bulls are now working throughout 
a number the areas in Australia, and we are 
starting to get the positive feedback we were 
expecting.  We are constantly hearing from 
commercial breeders that the Blonde infusion 
puts more muscle on the Brahman frame and 
adds a substantial length to the calves.  They 
have a better temperament which makes 
them easier to handle, and are more saleable 
as with a better meat yield leading to greater 

demand from abattoirs looking for the higher value carcasses. 
 Blondeman weaners allow the producer to make use of hybrid 
vigour, to produce an increased weaning weight, more growthy 
calf exhibiting length, width, depth of body and no hump.  They 
are able to deliver an increase of 15kg to 20 kg compared to that 
of a straight Brahman which leads to an extra $45 to $60 profit.
Blondeman cross steers can easily finish as domestic trade 
steers, or can be kept on pasture and sold as 2yo bullocks with 
no excess fat problems, with fewer teeth due to high growth 
rate, often at a better grade.  Blondeman also excel on the 
grain bin, their improved feed efficiency is very important to the 
bottom line of feed lotters.  They will eat less and produce more 
beef equalling more profit.
Blondeman cows, retain the Brahman attributes of tick 
resistance and survivability, the increase of muscle and better 
temperament from the Blonde.  She displays a strong ability to 
adapt to any condition while remaining as fertile as possible; all 
the while she is able to increase her saleability at the end of her 
life.  Their exceptional disposal value is due to the higher live 
weight combined with a higher dressing percentage.
Are they not worth a go? The choice is yours don’t get left behind.  
For any further information please contact the Australian Blonde 
d Aquitaine society or visit our web page 
https://www.blondes.asn.au/
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TRENDS & BLONDES
Written by: Greg & Linden Roberts
Rupari Polled Blondes – 0427 484 267

What are some of the obvious trends in today’s Australian Beef 
Industry?  What place do Blondes have in complimenting 

these trends?

Polledness.  Certainly there is a strong and ever increasing 
trend towards poll cattle.  In substance, we don’t think there is 
any place for horned cattle of any breed in Australia.  Time will 
tell, but our confidence in this prediction is high.  The biggest 
drivers are human safety, animal welfare, and carcase quality.  
Many Blonde breeders have embraced this trend and it is now 
quite easy to find top quality polled Blonde bulls and females 
anywhere in Australia.

Muscle.  Another widespread trend in all breeds is the push 
for more muscle and hence higher carcase yields.  Higher 
dressing percentages and greater saleable meat yields make 
lots more money for all players in the production chain.  The 
move towards x-ray analysis of carcases at abattoirs will only 
help to put more of these benefits into the pockets of cattle 
breeders and finishers.  This is where Blondes excel.  If you 
are reading this magazine and don’t already know the value of 
a Blonde cross to increasing butt shape and muscle score; we 
are surprised.  However, if this is a mystery – buy a Blonde bull 
and find out.  To maximise these benefits, be sure to also look 
for some level of fat cover because extremely heavy and raw 
muscled animals will not deliver the carcase grades we need.

Growth.  More and more the most prolific beef breeds are 
striving for genetic gain in growth.  Pushing the boundaries 
for extra growth does have complications, such as increased 
birth weight or sometimes calving intervals of greater than 12 
months.  But careful breeding and selection for growth can 
deliver individual animals that are curve benders.  Using the 
Blonde Society’s EBV Enquiry tool can identify those animals 
that do give the genetic potential for extra growth that is seen in 
many other breeds.  Striving for more growth whilst maintaining 
or improving other characteristics is what keeps Blondes on 
trend with the rest of the industry.  In most production systems, 
good or better growth figures are common sense, as long as 
we don’t sacrifice something else of equal importance.  When 
searching for ‘growthy’ Blondes remember to pay attention to 
type, thickness and structure.

O.M.G.  One contentious issue, particularly amongst many 
stud breeders, is the trend in the industry for a large segment of 
commercial breeders to seek out composite cattle.  This could be 
to breed with purebred breeds or it can be to build a diversified 
composite breeding herd that delivers a highly marketable 
product in a simplified production system.  Whatever are the 
drivers, there certainly is a growing demand for composite beef 
animals, and in coming years there will be a number of Blonde 
breeders seeking to satisfy this demand.  It can be in supplying 
Blonde bulls to contribute to a composite breeding program, 
or it can be Blonde composites already available ‘off the shelf’.
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GAME CHANGER!
Written by: Greg & Linden Roberts
Rupari Polled Blondes – 0427 484 267

Every now and then our brain sees a new dawn – a 
fantastic realisation that we didn’t expect.  This is 

one of those.
As breeders of poll Blondes, we are always on the 
lookout for outside genetics; but not just a different 
line, they must also give improvement in many areas.  
Otherwise, it is just different for the sake of different. 
Our search for different and improvement began with 
extensive trolling of the Blonde Herdbook looking for 
outstanding Blonde Females of the past.  You know 
the prerequisites: had at least 10 calves, all calves 
highly saleable, excellent growth, birth weight, milk 
and gestation EBV’s; and of course, very fertile and 
polled.  We already knew of one female that measured up to our 
level of greatness – Banya Welcome – because we owned her 
and knew how she bred.  But something different and better was 
needed.  One cow emerged.  Her name was Tangkuinya Renee 
(passed away) and she was owned by Terry Blackburn of Biriwa 
Blondes.  Renee was very old but her second last calf was a 
bull sired by Biriwa Collosus.  This bull calf was sold by Terry to 
a Brahman breeder with excellent taste; to breed Blondeman.  
After a couple of years his job was done, so we asked if we 
could buy him as a 4 year old.  “Yep, no worries; when can you 
pick him up?” he said.
Now when we are looking for something special, we go to the 
Breedplan EBV enquiry page and start a search.  Firstly, it helps 
if a bull is AI Sire registered so that it is possible that semen is 
available. Then the qualifying traits.  For us, gestation length is 
very important, so a maximum EBV of -1 is entered.  Birth Weight 
also requires a maximum of -1, entered.  Then growth figures for 
200 day and 400 day of a minimum of +5 and +12 respectively 

are entered (about breed average, so not excessive).  Finally, 
we like well above average milk EBV’s so a minimum of +2 
is entered.  Press search and only 2 animals are identified as 
meeting the criteria, and although we didn’t specify a ‘Poll’.  
Interestingly both animals were polled. 
One of these bulls was Amaroo Polled Extra (P).  He has great 
EBV data, has had semen for sale by Amaroo in his early days, 
and has been owned by Elite Blondes (Shirley and Drew Phillips) 
for the last 4 or 5 years.  
The other bull was the son of Collosus and Renee – Biriwa 
Grenade (P) as referred to above.  So when Grenade produced, 
what we think are some really exciting progeny and we then 
did an EBV search and found his credentials, the fantastic 
realisation came that this bull is quite possibly a game changer 
for Blondes.  Thanks Terry.  Don’t be surprised to see some of 
Grenade’s progeny pop up in studs in South Eastern Victoria 
and in Western Australia in the near future.  We think they will 
be worth a look.



Blonde Connection

FLASH BACK

26 - Blonde Connection 2018

BEEF WEEK FLASH BACK
1991-2018
Story by  Esther Ruffo
Boulevard Blondes - 0421 684744  

As we prepare for Beef Week 2018, we take the time to look 
back on some of the greatest over the last 27 years, to when 

the Blondes first exhibited at Beef week in 1991.
We look back at the successes of the breeders and some of the 
sires and dams that make up a lot of our pedigrees today.  The 
quality of the cattle exhibited is remarkable and it is great to see 
that the breed is moving onto bigger and better things for the 
future.
Starting back in 1991, where the Blonde d’Aquitaine breed 
was first exhibited at Beef Week, we look back at a sire that 
needs no introduction to the Blonde breed and would consist 
in a fair percentage of the breeds pedigree, Rathdowney Jack-
Knife, currently he has 133 registered progeny.  Beef Week 
1991 was judged by Neville Littleton, and Rathdowney Jack-
Knife impressed as he was awarded Junior Champion Bull and 
was later awarded Grand Champion Bull.  Banya Kaleena, only 
a young female when exhibited was awarded Calf Champion 
female and later went on to be awarded Grand Champion 
Female.
1991- Rathdowney Jack-Knife - Grand Champion Bull
1991- Banya Kaleena - Grand Champion Female 

We move onto 1994 where the cattle were under the eye of David 
Reid. Banya Nelson was awarded Calf Champion Bull and was 
then awarded Grand Champion Bull shortly after, exhibited by 
the Loveday family, the 12-month-old ET son of Rathdowney 
Jack-Knife followed in his sire’s footsteps and claimed the tri 
coloured ribbon to his name.  Willroy Lovingly, an ET daughter 
of Fantome 9 impressed Mr. Reid and was awarded Grand 
Champion Female.  Lovingly went on to be used heavily as a 
donor female within the Willroy herd. 
1994 - Banya Nelson
1994 - Willroy Lovingly 

1997 was another Great year for the Loveday Family.  Under 
the watchful eye of Greg Gooding, their senior bull exhibit 
Banya Phoenix, a son of Galopin and out of ET daughter by 
Scottish Galois, was awarded Grand Champion Bull. Phoenix 
went on to be used heavily within the Banya stud currently with 
50 registered Calves.  Willroy Pretty Neisa, an ET daughter 
of Debre and out of a paternal sister of Willroy Lovingly was 
awarded Grand Champion Female. 
1997- Banya Phoenix - Grand Champion Bull 
1997- Willroy Pretty Neisa - Grand Champion Female 

Ken Rutherford judged the 2000 showing of Blondes at Beef 
Week awarding Willroy Tornado, with the Grand Champion 
Bull award, the son of Rathdowney Neutron(ET), but it was 
True love for Mr. Rutherford with Willroy Blondes Female entry. 
Willroy True Love, the paternal sister to Tornado, won the Grand 
Champion Female award.  
2000 - Willroy Tornado - Grand Champion Bull
2000 - Willroy True Love - Grand Champion Female 

Under judge Andrew Raff the Blonde d’Aquitaine breed was 
again showing in 2003, Willroy stud walked away with the 
double.  Willroy Viacon, a son of Willroy Poppa Stoppa, who is 
well known within the Willroy pedigrees, was awarded Grand 
Champion Bull.  Willroy Tina Arena an AI daughter of Encounter 
Vince Prince was awarded the Grand Champion Female. 
2003 - Willroy Viacon - Grand Champion Bull  
2003 - Willroy Tina Arena - Grand Champion Female

2006 was judged by Glen Perrett, Willroy had great success 
winning the double this year again, with Willroy Arcadia and 
Willroy Xquisite.  Willroy Arcadia a son of Willroy Viacon (who 
was the Grand Champion Bull from 2003), took out top male 
honours winning Grand Champion Bull.  Mr Perrett believed 
Xquisite was to live up to her name and was awarded the Grand 
Champion Female Award.
2006 – Willroy Arcadia - Grand Champion Male
2006 – Willroy Xquisite - Grand Champion Female 

Under the eye of Brett Kirk, this time Willroy C540 was in the 
spotlight, a son of the well-known Willroy ZZ Top, and out of a 
Willroy bred Female.  C540 went on to be used within the Willroy 
herd after his win and currently has 31 registered progeny.  
Willroy B264, a daughter of 2006 Grand Champion Cow Xquisite 
and a paternal sister to C540, followed in her mother’s footsteps 
to be awarded the Grand Champion Female of 2009.
2009 – Willroy C540 - Grand Champion Male 
2009 – Willroy B264 - Grand Champion Female 

In 2012 Willroy, for the 5th year in a row, took out the double 
again, with Reade Radel judging.  Willroy F 607, a son of Willroy 
B264 who was 2009 Grand Champion Female, was awarded 
Grand Champion Bull and followed in his 3-generation heritage 
of winning the Grand at Beef week.  F 607 was a polled bull, 
sired by Willroy De 0ne 555.  Willroy E 330, a polled daughter 
of Willroy Viacon (who was the 2003 Grand Champion Bull), 
impressed Mr. Radel and she was awarded the Grand Champion 
Female. 
2012 – Willroy F 607- Grand Champion Male 
2012 – Willroy E 330 - Grand Champion Female 

2015 was judged by the Breeds one and only Terry Nolan, 
Mr. Nolan has a large amount of knowledge about the Blonde 
d’Aquitaine breed and with his commentary during the judging 
encouraged a lot of ‘non’ Blonde Breeders to watch in on the 
judging.  Willroy J 681, a Tino son and a grandson of the 2003 
Grand Champion cow Willroy Tina Arena, impressed Mr. Nolan 
and was awarded Grand Champion Bull.  There was tough 
competition in the senior cows, but Willroy G 381 was there to 
impress and was awarded Grand Champion Female.
2015 – Grand Champion Male - Willroy J 681
2015 – Grand Champion Female - Willroy G 381
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1991; Rathdowney Jack Knife, Grand Champion 
Bull & Banya Kaleena, Grand Champion Female

1994; Banya Nelson 1994; Willroy Lovingly

1997; Banya Phoenix 1997; Willroy Pretty Neisa 2000; Willroy Tornado

2000; Willroy True Love 2003; Willroy Viacon 2003; Willroy Tina Arena

2006; Willroy Arcadia 2006; Willroy Xquisite 2009; Willroy C540

2009; Willroy B264 2012; Willroy F 607 2012; Willroy E 330

2015; Willroy J 681 2015; Willroy G 381
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• Bulls and Females available for paddock sale • Semen and Embryo’s available for private sale 
Roy & Kim Werth    p: 07 4691 6329   f: 07 4691 6329  m: 0408 478 033  e: willroy1@bigpond.com 

“The BRAND for QUALITY” 

Celebrating 30 years 
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WILLROY (WRM)

From two beautiful cows, a family of five 
and 30 years of breeding the Willroy 

stud established in 1988 has seen the 
many facets of stud and commercial cattle 
breeding, the highs, the lows, times of dry 
weather and rainy days, but most of all the 
ever evolving changes of breeding Blonde 
d’Aquitaine cattle in Australia.
 It was a neighbour, Jack Mac, who had 
a herd of commercial Blonde females and 
bull in very drought affected conditions that 
caught Ross and Maria’s eye, thou things 
were tough in the paddock the Blonde 
cattle always looked good, had sappy 
calves and when the weather changed 
the weight gain in very minimal time was 
remarkable.  The decision to start breeding 
cattle was made from Jack’s herd in the 
paddock and to start a Blonde d’Aquitaine 
stud for all the family to enjoy.
Ross and Maria Werth along with their 
children, William, Roy, Melinda, Jennifer 
and Corena joined the Blonde d’Aquitaine 
Society on the 27th of April 1988, with two 
registered females purchased from the 
Aruma Stud owned by JD and M Connelly, 
Oakey Queensland.  Willroy a combination 
of the son’s first names was chosen as the 
studs prefix and to this day remains highly 
recognised in the Blonde d’Aquitaine 
breed.
 “Goldie” and “Blondie” as they were 
affectionately known, both 7/8 bred 
females, produced 89 calves between 
them both naturally and through embryo 
transfer programs.  It is from these two 
females and a lot of flushing, with success, 
that the stud numbers could grow in a very 
short amount of time.  This is also the time 
when the family started showing cattle 
at the local shows; “Blondie” did herself 
and the breed proud and won a number 
of ribbons to cement her place as a good 
base cow to start breeding from.
French imported embryos purchased 
not to long after starting the stud allowed 
huge genetic gains for Willroy and the 
breed, calves like Willroy Poppa Stoppa, 
Willroy P.K., Willroy Precious, Play Girl and 
Pacific were 100% pure Blonde.  Artificial 
Insemination would also open the genetic 
window to allow further gain by using bulls from Europe and 
Canada within the herd, this also provided new breeding lines 
and allowed Poll genetics to be introduced.
The Werth family enjoyed showing cattle as a family at the local 
shows and eventually took this to the next level by competing 
at a Royal Shows and the tri-annual Beef Australia event held in 
Rockhampton every three years.  Out there promoting the breed 
and cattle as a family was a huge credit to Ross and Maria for the 

dedication and persistence to have Blonde 
cattle recognised throughout Queensland 
and the Eastern States.  On top of showing; 
Field Days and Sales became a driving 
force to put Blondes in the paddock, from 
as far North as the Atherton Table lands 
and right down through New South Wales 
and into Victoria.
Willroy has had the highest E.M.A. at 
“Ekka” Brisbane Royal Show, won many 
Supreme Interbreed competitions and Led 
Steer events and had years of success 
in Rockhampton at the tri-annual Beef 
Australia event.  The Willroy stud holds 
the current record for the highest priced 
Blonde d’Aquitaine female in Australia, 
Willroy Venus selling for $10,000 privately 
to AT and HM Ferris, Barraba New South 
Wales.
The purchase of more land has allowed 
the stud to keep the highest quality 
Blonde females and bulls to increase 
numbers and start a registered Brahman 
stud.  From this came the decision to join 
all maiden heifers, Blonde and Brahman, 
to the other breed and so began the F1 
Blondeman base female.  Willroy not only 
utilised the Brahman for crossbreeding, 
there is Santa Gertrudis, Droughtmaster, 
Angus, and more recently, Speckle Park 
added to the mix.  The aim to produce 
replacement females for the commercial 
side of the operation and hopefully meet 
market specifications with the use of a 
Blonde bull.
The passing of Maria in 2009 was a huge 
loss to the family, stud and breed, Maria 
worked tirelessly to have the Blonde 
breed recognised in Queensland and for 
Australia.  Her passion for the cattle she 
and the family had bred throughout the 
years extended into a wealth of knowledge 
and this she gave back to the breed with 
much dedicated time to promoting the 
Blondes wherever she could.
Nowadays the leads are in Roy and Kim’s 
hands along with their two children Laney 
and Mac.  The stud has seen a change to a 
more commercial based operation with the 
phasing out of the Brahman stud over the 
next few years.  The emphasis to selective 
stud breeding in a much smaller capacity 
will allow much bigger gains on finding the 

right cross to best utilise Blonde bulls with, and increase the 
Willroy commercial herd to a size that will allow the family more 
time together in these growing years.
Willroy is proud to have given 30 years of productive breeding to 
the Blonde d’Aquitaine in Australia, and are committed to many 
more future years of breeding Blondes and Blonde cross cattle 
on the Darling Downs in Queensland. 

Roy, Laney, Mac and Kim Werth

Corena, William, Roy and Jenny Werth

Willroy Poppa Stoppa E.T.

Willroy Popstar

Willroy Xerox E.T.



Blonde Connection

GATE to PLATE CHALLENGE

30 - Blonde Connection 2018

HARVEY BEEF GATE 2 PLATE 
CHALLENGE
Written by: Brian Schneider
Corolin Blondes – 0419 950 723

The Harvey Beef Gate 2 Plate Challenge is an initiative 
of the Albany Agricultural Society.  The first Challenge 

was conducted in 2015.  The Challenge aims to emulate 
the commercial feed lotting of young cattle for the MSA 
graded domestic grain fed market in Western Australia.  The 
specifications for this market are HSCW (hot standard carcase 
weight) of 210 to 290 kg with 4 to 17 mm of P8 fat, 0 to 2 teeth 
and no HGP treatment.
Producers entering the competition submit a team of three owner 
bred cattle (2 steers and 1 heifer).  All cattle in the competition 
enter the feedlot on the same day.  The steers are all together 
in one pen and the heifers together in another pen.  They are 
all fed the same ration.  The heifers are on feed for 76 days and 
the steers for 88 days.  At the end of the respective feed lotting 
periods all the animals in each group are processed and graded 
by the same grader in the same abattoir on the same day.  The 
competition attracts around 60 to 70 teams each year.  This has 
between 120 and 140 steers on feed and 60 to 70 heifers.
Apart from being a competition the Challenge also provides 
participating producers data on the performance of their 
cattle through these parts of the supply chain.  They are also 
provided with data on the performance of the other cattle in the 
competition.  Only objective, measurable data is collected on the 
cattle at each stage of the supply chain in the competition.  The 
data collected is based on factors that affect profitability in the 
feedlot and the processor.  The final section of the competition 
uses MSA grading to assess eating quality of each carcase.

This data allows competitors to assess the performance of their 
cattle in the feedlot and processor sectors of the supply chain as 
well as how well they are meeting eating quality grading.  They 
can use the data to evaluate whether their breeding objectives 
are aligned with market requirements.  It also allows them to 
compare their performance against other breeds and crosses 
where animals have been run under similar conditions with 
limited variables.
Several of the Western Australian Blonde studs have entered 
teams into the competition.  In 2017 Superior Blondes, Kingsfield 
Blondes, Kalinya Blondes and Corolin Blondes have entered 
teams as well as Blonde sired calves from commercial producer 
Kangarabbi Farms.  In the 2017 competition, 3 of the Blonde 
teams finished in the top 50% of the teams.  The Kalinya Blondes 
team finished 21st which was a creditable effort in their first time 
with a team in the competition.  Kangarabbi Farm and Corolin 
Blondes teams finished 10th and 9th respectively overall.  The 
Heifer in the Kangarabbi team was ranked 1st for MSA eating 
quality.  The Corolin Blondes team was 2nd in the Processor 
section.  The Corolin team also gained the Most Improved 
Overall award having improved 33 places from their 2016 
results.  This demonstrates how feedback from competitions 
such as these helps producers better understand the types of 
animals that suit a particular market.
The 2018 competition has been underway since January when 
the teams were delivered to the Great Southern Saleyards in 
Mount Barker.  We look forward hopefully to further excellent 
results for the teams from producers using Blonde genetics.

Blonde d’Aquitaine Society of 
Australia and New Zealand Inc.

Have you visited our website yet?
We are always looking for further content to promote the breed, contact us to make 

your submissions. Email us at blondes@abri.une.edu.au or call (02) 6773 3126

www.blondes.asn.au



Blonde Connection 2018 - 31 

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

corolin ad_2016.ai   1   14/03/2018   9:07:25 AM

LYNFORD PARK
BLONDES

Bulls and Females for Private Sale

Homozygous - Polled
Docile Temperament

Ron and Susan Radford
ddd Lyndons Road, Callignee, VIC      

Email: ronandsusan@lynfordparkblondes.com.au
Phone: d d  d   d d
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Testimonial from a Commercial 
Breeder 

In April 2016 we purchased our first Blonde d’Aquitaine bull 
from Esther Ruffo at Boulevard Blondes. At the time we were 

running approximately 100 head of Brahman X and Charolais 
X breeders on our property near Kilkivan, swapping between 
Brahman and Charolais bulls every few years.  We wanted to 
change the direction of our business and produce calves that 
were more appealing to the market and different to what others 
were breeding and selling at the time.
Our first season of Blonde X calves were born in 2017 and 
they were little rippers, we noticed straight away the difference 
between them and the Charolais X calves that were born at the 
same time.  Since adding Blonde d’Aquitaine to our herd we 
have noticed our calves are lovely big framed calves with great 
length, they are born smaller, are growing quickly and have a 
very calm temperament.  These qualities ticked all of our boxes 
and are what we were looking for when searching for a bull.  
We are incredibly happy with the improvement we have been 
seeing within our herd and can not wait to continue to grow our 
business with Blonde d’Aquitaine cattle.
 
Written by Glen Wason

Charlie and Louise Clemson 
from Ardlethan

Charlie and Louise Clemson from Ardlethan in Central and 
Southern NSW, are using Renard Blonde bulls over Angus, 

Hereford, and Black Baldy Cows and Heifers with great results
A terrific result was achieved when they sold 131 rising yearling 
heifers in late August 2017 at Wagga Wagga.  The calves that 
were progeny from Blonde Cross breeding averaged around 20 
cents per kilo better than their mates, which were sold as Angus 
breeding.  The Blondes made $3.62 per kilo (Live Weight) 

and were all heifers.  This I think was the top price in NSW for 
that week.  It just shows, if you use a Blonde bull you can get 
excellent prices for your heifers, and sometimes even better for 
heifers than the steer portion.

Charlie and Louise Clemson have moved out of just cropping 
completely, after they met up with Ian Fox from the Renard 
Blonde stud during the Henty Field Days.  Charlie said he 
was sick of just smelling diesel fumes and driving cropping 
machinery.  “What breed is best suited to the use with the 
Blonde bulls” he asked. 
“It depends on your district climate” I said.  Because of the 
district 15 inch (380mm) annual rainfall, it was felt British bred 
cows would do the job to keep the fat cover up to market 
requirements.  It has been so successful they have now 
purchased another 20,000 acres at Condobolin NSW, about 
200 km’s away, which is pretty tough country for cattle.  The 
property was bought WIWO with 700 Drought Master cows, 
since taking over they have purchased an additional seven 
Renard Blonde bulls, with the intention of using the resulting 
F1 Droughty Blonde heifers as their future breeding herd for 
the new farm.  They are also already using their Angus Blonde 
and Hereford Blonde females on their Ardlethan farms with 
outstanding offspring.  The offspring from the Blonde cross 
dams are gaining much improved prices per head against their 
other breeds of calves.

Written by Ian Fox, on behalf of
Cgarlie & Louise Clemson
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Maximizing Profit by 
Crossbreeding with a Blonde 
d’Aquitaine Sire and Red Poll 
Cows

I currently run approximately 50 Red Poll breeders with a 
Blonde d’Aquitaine bull on my 93ha property Grünerfeld at Mt 

Molar which is 6kms west of Clifton between Toowoomba and 
Warwick.  When purchasing my cows, they were all in-calf to 
various bulls.  The weights of the various breeds of calves have 
been compiled by Landmark Toowoomba at the time of sale 
which was generally 10 months.  I do not have scales on the 
property, therefore few individual weights have been recorded 
at the time of sale, these weights are an average of the lot sold.  
The calves were sired by two pure bred Red Poll bulls, one ½ 
Red Poll x ½ Droughtmaster bull, one pure bred Angus bull and 
one pure bred Blonde d’Aquitaine bull. 

Conclusion
Although data has been limited, given that I only purchased 
this property two years ago, I am convinced by crossing a 
high growth European sire with British based cows heterosis 
(hybrid vigor) is maximized given the phenotypical differences 
between the two breeds.  By changing from a British based sire 
to a European sire can potentially increase my annual income 
by approximately $5000 when selling 50 calves per year.  I am 
fortunate my farmland is not in a tick zone or has extreme heat.  
The country has soft black soil rising gently to a hill with an 
average rainfall of 650mm.  This pleasant environment allows 
me to select any breed I desire.

 The lower proportion of bone and fat, with higher proportion 
of meat from the Blonde d’Aquitaine, coupled with the good 
milking ability of a Red Poll cow allows for the calf to gain weight 
quickly.  No matter what way you look at it, the bull must have 
the growth and the cow must have the milk for optimizing calf 
growth.  These are the reasons why I cross a Blonde d’Aquitaine 
bull with Red Poll cows.

Written by Peter Muller

RESULTS

Breed Steer Sale 
Weight

Heifer Sale 
Weight

Ave. Sale Weight assuming 50% 
Steers / 50% Heifers

3/4 Red Poll x 
1/4 Droughtmaster

259.5 kg 
Total 9

240 kg
Total 3

249.8 kg

Red Poll 273.9 kg
Total 3 Total 0

Angus x Red Poll 280.1 kg
Total 7

251.3 kg
Total 4

265.7 kg

Blonde x Red Poll 301.6 kg
Total 9

295 kg
Total 7

298.3 kg

Sale weight differences from breeds compared with Blonde d’Aquitaine Sire

Breed Steer each Heifer each Ave. Sale Weight assuming 50% 
Steers / 50% Heifers

3/4 Red Poll x 
1/4 Droughtmaster

42.1 kg less 55 kg less 48.5 kg less

Red Poll 27.7 kg

Angus x Red Poll 21.5 kg less 43.7 kg less 32.6 kg less

Income differences from breeds compared with Blonde d’Aquitaine Sire

Breed Steer @
$3.30/kg 
LW each

Heifer @
$3.00/kg 
LW each

Ave. Sale Weight assuming 50% 
Steers / 50% Heifers 

@ $3.15/kg LW

3/4 Red Poll x 
1/4 Droughtmaster

$138.93 less $165 less $152.78 less

Red Poll $91.41 less

Angus x Red Poll $70.95 less $131.10 less $102.69 less

Income differences from breeds compared with Blonde d’Aquitaine sire when 50 calves 
are sold per annum

Breed Steer @
$3.30/kg 
LW each

Heifer @
$3.00/kg 
LW each

Ave. Sale Weight assuming 50% 
Steers / 50% Heifers 

@ $3.15/kg LW

3/4 Red Poll x 
1/4 Droughtmaster

$6946.50 less $8250 less $7638.75 less

Red Poll $4570.50 less

Angus x Red Poll $3547.50 less $6555 less $5134.50 less
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Obituary – Corine Arkinstall

Corine Margretta Arkinstall (nee Lansdown) was born in 
Brisbane, July 1945.  

Corine married husband Bob in 1968.  In January 1974, they 
purchased a dairy farm at Rathdowney, this was the first time 
she had ever seen a cow. 
In August 1986, Joe Connelly and David Laws from Aruma stud 
advertised some ¾ cows for sale. Bob and Matthew travelled to 
Oakey and purchased these, along with a 7/8 heifer, to be used 
for ET work.  They soon joined as the 15th Stud in Australia.  
Further purchases were made from Constantia and Encounter 
Studs and in 1990; also 2 heifers were purchased direct from 
France and imported to Australia.
In the late 1980’s Corine helped form the Qld region, with new 
studs that had recently joined.  One of the first activities was 
to exhibit at Beef 91 in Rockhampton, and get access to the 
Ekka, which also happened in 1991.  They had a great first 
Royal Show, winning Reserve Champion Bull with Rathdowney 
Kanine, and the senior bull class with Jose.  A bull bred by 
them and exhibited by Banya stud won Champion Bull (Jack-
Knife).  By this time, Bob and Corine had already won numerous 
carcase and meat yield competitions at the local Beaudesert 
Show with crossbred and 7/8 cattle, and their clients had also 
won many awards.  Corine was Qld regional secretary for more 
than 10 years. 
Corine had recorded pedigrees by hand; the only way to find 
out pedigree information was to have a registration certificate 
in your possession. She received magazines and AI sire 
brochures from all over the world, and meticulously researched 
the pedigrees.  Orwell Gepp, the societies’ first president, 
entrusted her with most of his promotional material, and she 
scoured it for missing information.  These included magazines 
from Canada and the UK.  In the late 90’s and early 2000’s she 
supplied this information to the society when she realised the 
new online herd book was not as thorough as her records.  
This improved the genetic linkages between many animals 
and helped improved the Breedplan accuracies too. Due to her 
access to this information, she made available photocopies of 

AI sire photos previously unavailable to members.  She sent 
these all over Australia and the world at photocopy cost only.  
She would travel to visit her mother on the Gold Coast and find a 
colour photocopy shop, as they weren’t commonplace in those 
days.  Many of the photos on the Societies Online Herd book 
are from her collection. 
After her husband, Bob, passed away in 1996, Corine and her 
family continued with the stud. They imported embryos and se-
men from France in 2008. She used this opportunity to once 
again extend pedigrees of these cattle and others. 
In her later years her health deteriorated. She became unwell 
with pneumonia on the 8th of September 2017 and she died 
peacefully on the 13th. 
Corine is survived by her children Mathew and Marie, six 
grandchildren, her brothers David and Steve, her brother-in-law 
Lyall, and daughter-in-law Sarah. 
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RAHNIK  
BEEF CATTLE....EST 1996  

Rudi & Loree Spiteri                phone 0418575561 
165 Daisyburn road Hilldene 3660              www.rahnikblondes.com 
P.O.Box 336                                                 rahnikblondes@bigpond.com 
Broadford  Vic 3658                                     Follow us on Facebook 
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  BREEDPLAN RECORDED…..PERFORMANCE  GUARANTEED 

   Blonde or Black 

  
 

     RAHNIK Beef ...BIG MUSCLE = EXTRA WEIGHT =  more $$$ 

Black d’Aquitaine 

Blonde d’Aquitaine 

Black 50 composite 

Black 50 composite                
Polled Black and packed with    
hybrid   vigour, 50% Blonde, 
37.5% Black Simmental and 
12.5% Black  Angus, Designed for 
cross breeding with Angus        
producing more muscle, growth & 
heavier calves at weaning. 

Black d’Aquitaine Pure Bred   
Producing high performing Black 
calves out of Angus,  Extra      
carcass yield, muscle & growth 
Black and Polled with heaps of 
length ...semen available. 

Blonde d’Aquitaine 
Ultimate Veal Producer 
Thick chunky and very heavy 
muscled, looking for big rump and 
top line with  extreme meat 
yield...then consider Blondes in 
your cross breeding program 

Easy Calving! 

Docile Temperaments! 

FREE Delivery to 300 km 



The Blonde d’Aquitaine Society 
of Australia and New Zealand Inc. 

www.blondes.asn.au

2012 Gympie Carcase Classic
Won Charlie Cotter All-Rounder Trophy - 
exhibited by Neil McDonald, Queensland.

2012 Beef Australia
1st in Pen of Three Heavy Trade Chiller Grain Fed 
Steers or Heifers, Queensland.

2012 Beef Australia
1st in Pen of Three Export Trade Chiller Grain Fed
 Bullocks, Queensland.

2012 Perth Royal Show
1st in Champion Extra Heavy Weight on the Hoof – 
exhibited by Murdoch University, Western Australia. 

2012 Perth Royal Show
1st in Reserve Champion Extra Heavy Weight on the
 Hoof – bred by Bruce and Gaye Campbell, Western
Australia. 

2012 Perth Royal Show
1st in Champion Extra Heavy Weight Carcase – 
exhibited by Denmark Agricultural School, Western 
Australia and bred by Kingsfield Blondes, Western
Australia.

2013 Bridgetown Show
1st in Pair of Milk Fed Vealers on the Hoof - 
bred by Uranongo Blondes, Western Australia. 

2014 Bridgetown Show
1st in Pair of Milk Fed Vealers on the Hoof - 
bred by Uranongo Blondes, Western Australia.

2014 Bridgetown Show
1st in Best Single Milk Fed Vealer on the Hoof - 
bred by Uranongo Blondes, Western Australia.

2014 Murgon Show
1st in Champion Grain Fed Steer or Heifer - 
bred by Craig Taylor & Family, Queensland.

2014 Harvey Show
1st in Lightweight Pair of Vealers for the Hoof and the 
Hook - bred by C & C Minson, Western Australia.

2014 Goomeri Show
1st in Reserve Champion Grain Fed Steer or Heifer – 
bred by Craig Taylor & Family, Queensland.

2014 Brunswick Show
1st in Reserve Champion Yearling Steer or Heifer 
(Grass Fed) live weight 501kg and above - bred by 
Belini Blondes, Western Australia.

2015 Harvey Show
1st in Heavyweight Pair of Grain Fed Steers or Heifers
on the hoof - exhibited by Minga Flats and bred by 
Uranongo Blondes, Western Australia.

2015 Harvey Show
1st in Lightweight Pair of Steers or Heifers on the Hoof 
- bred by Belini Blondes, Western Australia.

2016 Bridgetown Show 
1st in Single Milk Fed Vealer on the Hoof - 
bred by Uranongo Blondes, Western Australia.

2017 Gympie Carcase Classic
Won Charlie Cotter All-Rounder Trophy and the
Champion Domestic Carcase - exhibited by Monal 
Blondes, Queensland

CARCASE RESULTS


